
Generosity Culture
Lasting Generosity
Matthew 6:19-24

We are continuing today our series titled, “Generosity Culture”

In here you see the 4 Growth Stages of Generosity
Emerging
Embracing
Excelling
Enduring

◊ Emerging

Beginning the journey of generosity

Generosity must be UNMIRED

LEARNING

◊ Embracing

Committed to obedience by giving 10% of your income to God 
through the local church

Generosity must be ACQUIRED

LIBERATING

◊ Excelling

Giving above your tithe to God through the local church

Generosity must be INSPIRED

LIVING

◊ Enduring



Committed to giving a gift that leaves a lasting legacy & 
mentors others along the generosity pathway

Generosity must be DESIRED

LASTING

ONE THING

We have the amazing opportunity NOW to make investments in 
HEAVEN that will last for ETERNITY!  

Matthew 6:19–21 (ESV) 
19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also. 

Lasting Generosity is a …

1. Lasting Generosity is a LIBERATION issue

Matthew 6:19–21 (ESV) 
19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also. 

The word translated, “lay up” means, “to keep safe that which is of great 
value”

Jesus is not here teaching anything that would contradict what is said 
elsewhere in God’s Word. 

He is not anti-private property. 



He assumes, like the Ten Commandments do, that people do and will own 
things. 

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house…” (Ex. 20:17)

Nor is he anti-labor. 
He is not saying there is no need to get a job, no need to work, no need to 
provide for your family. 

1 Timothy 5:8 (NLT) 
8 But those who won’t care for their relatives, especially those in their own 
household, have denied the true faith. Such people are worse than 
unbelievers. 

He is not he anti-banking, anti-savings, or anti-investment. 

Moreover, he is not even anti-enjoyment. 

He does not contradict Ecclesiastes, for example, which teaches we should 
enjoy the work of our hands and what it brings

Ecclesiastes 2:24–25 (NLT) 
24 So I decided there is nothing better than to enjoy food and drink and to 
find satisfaction in work. Then I realized that these pleasures are from the 
hand of God. 25 For who can eat or enjoy anything apart from him? 

What Jesus IS saying is that we must FOCUS on a longer term 
INVESTMENT!

Every investment focused selfishly here is transient

2 Corinthians 4:18b (ESV) 
18 ... For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are 
unseen are eternal. 

1 Corinthians 3:11–14 (ESV) 
11 For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, hay, straw— 13 each one’s work will become 



manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and 
the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. 14 If the work that 
anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. 

Abraham’s Faith…

Hebrews 11:10 (NLT) 
10 Abraham was confidently looking forward to a city with eternal 
foundations, a city designed and built by God. 

If you want to be REWARDED in HEAVEN, then you must be 
GENEROUS on EARTH

Lasting Generosity is a …

1. LIBERATION issue

2. Lasting Generosity is a LUMINATION issue

Matthew 6:22–23 (ESV) 
22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole 
body will be full of light, 23 but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be 
full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the 
darkness! 

A DARKENED heart is BLIND to the NEED and BOUND by 
GREED

Jesus’ parable of the Rich Fool…
Someone came to Jesus wanting Him to tell his brother to divide the 
inheritance…
Jesus instead gave a clear warning!

Luke 12:15 (NLT) 
15 Then he said, “Beware! Guard against every kind of greed. Life is not 
measured by how much you own.” 



Jesus then told a parable about a rich landowner who had a harvest too big 
for his barns
So he decided to build bigger barns so he could lay back and be at ease…

Luke 12:19 (NLT) 
19 And I’ll sit back and say to myself, “My friend, you have enough stored 
away for years to come. Now take it easy! Eat, drink, and be merry!” ’ 

Luke 12:20 (NLT) 
20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! You will die this very night. Then who 
will get everything you worked for?’ 

Luke 12:21 (NLT) 
21 “Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly wealth but not have a rich 
relationship with God.” 

A GENEROUS heart SEES the PAIN and FREES the SUPPLY

1 Corinthians 4:5 (NLT) 
5 So don’t make judgments about anyone ahead of time—before the Lord 
returns. For he will bring our darkest secrets to light and will reveal our 
private motives. Then God will give to each one whatever praise is due. 

We have the amazing opportunity NOW to make investments in 
HEAVEN that will last for ETERNITY!  

Lasting Generosity is a …

1. LIBERATION issue

2. LUMINATION issue

3. Lasting Generosity is a LOVE issue

Matthew 6:24 (ESV) 
24 “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love 
the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and money. 



In your Worship Guide…

“You can always give without loving, but you can never love 
without giving.”
Amy Carmichael

1 Timothy 6:17–19 (ESV) 
17 As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to 
set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly 
provides us with everything to enjoy. 18 They are to do good, to be rich in 
good works, to be generous and ready to share, 19 thus storing up treasure 
for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that they may take 
hold of that which is truly life. 

You cannot serve God AND money, but you can serve God 
WITH money!

STORY: Missionary on staff with Kyle
I received a call from Kyle Reno this week
Like me, he is in a series on generosity
He called to tell me about a breakfast meeting he had with a man who had 
spent 27 years as a missionary overseas…
They were discussing tithing and generosity…
The missionary said, “When I’m discipling people on tithing is tell them…
“Well, you better take God’s 10% offer because that’s the best deal you’re 
gonna get in the Bible.”
He then said that he had a young man say, “Yea, but that’s OT legalism.”
To which he responded…
“Well then you better not wander over in the New Testament because 
you’re not gonna like what you find!”

We have the amazing opportunity NOW to make investments in 
HEAVEN that will last for ETERNITY!  



Generosity Culture
Lasting Generosity
Matthew 6:19-24

We have the amazing opportunity  to make investments in  that 

will last for    !  

1.  Lasting Generosity is a      issue

If you want to be  in , then you must be 

      on 

2.  Lasting Generosity is a      issue

A  heart is  to the  and  by 

A  heart    the  and 

 the 

3.  Lasting Generosity is a      issue

You cannot serve God       money, but you can serve God  money!
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