
Impact of a Father
Acts 16:25-34

Welcome:

Introduction:
• God has made the Father the Priest, Prophet, Provider, and Protector over his 

children.  

Text: Acts 16:25-34
Acts 16:25–34 (ESV) 
25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the 

prisoners were listening to them, 26 and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that 
the foundations of the prison were shaken. And immediately all the doors were opened, 

and everyone’s bonds were unfastened. 27 When the jailer woke and saw that the prison 
doors were open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the 

prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul cried with a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for 

we are all here.” 29 And the jailer called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear 

he fell down before Paul and Silas. 30 Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what 

must I do to be saved?” 31 And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be 

saved, you and your household.” 32 And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to 

all who were in his house. 33 And he took them the same hour of the night and washed 

their wounds; and he was baptized at once, he and all his family. 34 Then he brought 
them up into his house and set food before them. And he rejoiced along with his entire 
household that he had believed in God. 

Truth #1: God PURSUES the Father (v. 25-27)

How does God pursue the Father in this story?
• Setting (v. 25)- Paul and Silas in prison
• Earthquake (v. 26)- Circumstance outside the control of the Jailer
• Desperation (v. 27)- Jailer is about to kill himself

Take the perspective of the jailer:

Application:



Father, would you see that you are first a son of your Heavenly Father.  He is 
pursuing you and desires for you to worship him.  He is a jealous God who loves you and 
desires a relationship with you.  He will stop at nothing to get your attention.  

Truth #2: God SAVES the Father (v. 28-32)

God saves the jailer from his... 
• immediate circumstance 
• eternal death

Truth #3: God USES the Father (v. 31-34)
• impact his own family
• minister within the Church

Illustration:  How has my father impacted my life?
• He was present, not absent

• He was a constant in my life.  
• He was sacrificial, not selfish

• 1989 Honda Accord with over 300,000 miles, while I drove a much nicer 
Ford F-150.

• He was a servant.
• Take care of kids
• Illustration: iron my shirts

• He wasn’t perfect, but I didn’t care.  In fact, his imperfections allowed me to own 
my imperfections and trust in Christ for forgiveness.  

Conclusion:

Gift of being a Father.  We are entrusted with children for a purpose
Psalm 127:3–4 (NLT) 
3 Children are a gift from the Lord; they are a reward from him. 4 Children born to a 
young man are like arrows in a warrior’s hands.  (Put on outline)

Surrender to the Lord.
Acts 16:29–30 (ESV) 
29 And the jailer called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down 

before Paul and Silas. 30 Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?” 


