
Reclaiming the Power of God 
2 Kings 6:1-7

We are in the midst of a huge cultural shift in our nation…

The tides of secularism have reached a tipping point…

When we look at the two presidential candidates running for office we 
wonder, “How did we get to the place where these two very secular people 
are our candidates?”

This past week I had the privilege of being part of a unique opportunity…

Along with almost 1,000 other Christian spiritual leaders in our nation, I 
was in NYC in what was called, “A Conversation with Donald Trump”.

Christian Leaders like…
James Dobson, David Jeremiah, Carl Lentz (Hillsong NYC), and many 
others were in attendance…

Podium Speakers like…
Ben Carson, Franklin Graham, George Barna, and Eric Metaxas 
(Author of Bonhoffer)

 
The time with Donald Trump was moderated by Mike Huckabee…

I walked away with the sober reality that our nation has only ONE HOPE…

We need the POWER OF GOD!

ONE THING

When the POWER of God is in OPERATION the KINGDOM of God 
PRESIDES, but when the POWER of God is OPTIONAL the 
KINGDOM of God SUBSIDES

Today we are going to be looking at a familiar story to many of you…

It took place when Elisha was the main prophet of God in Israel…

Elisha was the successor of Elijah…

During his life and ministry evil, secular kings ruled Israel…



In spite of this, Elisha was attracting a growing following…

It is here that we come to our story…

2 Kings 6:1–7 (ESV)
1 Now the sons of the prophets said to Elisha, “See, the place where we dwell 

under your charge is too small for us. 2 Let us go to the Jordan and each of us 
get there a log, and let us make a place for us to dwell there.” And he answered, 

“Go.” 3 Then one of them said, “Be pleased to go with your servants.” And he 

answered, “I will go.” 4 So he went with them. And when they came to the 

Jordan, they cut down trees. 5 But as one was felling a log, his axe head fell into 

the water, and he cried out, “Alas, my master! It was borrowed.” 6 Then the man 
of God said, “Where did it fall?” When he showed him the place, he cut off a stick 

and threw it in there and made the iron float. 7 And he said, “Take it up.” So he 
reached out his hand and took it.

The “sons of the prophets” represent believers

ELISHA represents the presence of God

The AXE represents the Kingdom work of God through a believer

The AXE HEAD – represents the power of God 

The STICK – represents the Cross 

Each prophet took their responsibility seriously to be part of the Kingdom 
advancing work of God

1.  HOW do I know I’ve LOST it?

2 Kings 6:4–5 (ESV)
4 So he went with them. And when they came to the Jordan, they cut down trees. 
5 But as one was felling a log, his axe head fell into the water, and he cried out, 
“Alas, my master! It was borrowed.”

Many believers are using the AXE HANDLE without the AXE HEAD.
Fatigue
Frustration
Failure



Fear

John 6:63 (NLT)
63 The Spirit alone gives eternal life. Human effort accomplishes nothing. 

Philippians 2:13 (ESV)
13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

John 15:5b (ESV)
5 … apart from me you can do nothing.

When we see the activity of God’s people without the 
accompanying advancement of God’s Kingdom we are witnessing 
the Church devoid of God’s power!

Some reasons why we are powerless:

Careless with God’s Power

Critical of God’s Power

Confused about God’s Power

Think about the Seven churches mentioned in Revelation…

Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea…

At their peek, Christianity accounted for almost 25% of the entire 
population of the area…

Today Christianity accounts for less than .4%...

What happened?

It is my contention that they lost the power of God, no longer seeing it as 
essential, but rather as optional

1 Corinthians 4:20 (ESV) 
20 For the kingdom of God does not consist in talk but in power. 



When the power of God is in operation the kingdom of God 
presides, but when the power of God is optional the kingdom of 
God subsides

2.  WHERE do I go to FIND it?

2 Kings 6:6a (ESV)
6 Then the man of God said, “Where did it fall?”

Go back to the place you lost it!...

Do you remember the time when you loved walking with God?

Do you remember the time when people came to you for prayer because 
they knew God heard your prayers?

Revelation 2:4–5 (ESV) 
4 But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at 
first. 5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the 
works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand 
from its place, unless you repent. 

Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you!...

When I lose something I have to mentally backtrack my steps…

3.  WHO do I ask to GET it?

2 Kings 6:6 (ESV)
6 Then the man of God said, “Where did it fall?” When he showed him the place, 
he cut off a stick and threw it in there and made the iron float.

Are you tired of EXPLAINABLE CHRISTIANITY?

Are you ready to EXPERIENCE GOD’S POWER flowing through your life on 
a regular and continual basis?

1 Corinthians 1:18 (ESV) 



18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 

Matthew 11:28–29 (ESV)
28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls.

If the miraculous power of God is not functioning at maximum impact in 
your life, then what’s the problem?

God is ready to resurrect His power in your life today!!!

How are we to come to Jesus?

Humility

1 Peter 5:5 (ESV)
5 Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God 
opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”

Honesty

Psalm 51:17 (ESV)
17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, 
you will not despise.

4.  WHAT do I do to KEEP it?

2 Kings 6:7 (ESV)
7 And he said, “Take it up.” So he reached out his hand and took it.

Elisha told the young prophet to “Take it up.”

What would have happened if he had refused?

What would have happened if he had made excuses?

SEE the Power!



2 Kings 6:7 (ESV)
7 And he said, “Take it up.” 

SECURE the Power!

2 Kings 6:7 (ESV)
7 … So he reached out his hand and took it.

SHARPEN the Power!

Ecclesiastes 10:10 (NLT) 
10 Using a dull ax requires great strength, so sharpen the blade. That’s the value 
of wisdom; it helps you succeed. 

USE the Power!

John 14:12–14 (ESV)
12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I 

do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. 13 
Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in 

the Son. 14 If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.


