
Genesis
The Recurring Battle of Persistent Sin

Genesis 20

Since Genesis 12 we have been given eyewitness accounts of the life of 
Abraham, the Father of Monotheistic faith

Abraham’s greatness in history must not be understated…

He is the Father of ALL THREE monotheistic religions in the world…
Islam
Judaism
Christianity

We watched him early on step out in blind, yet bold faith to go to a land the 
Lord simply said, “… that I will show you.”

He embraced a promise of greatness and blessing by leaving everything he 
had known…

He believed a promise of offspring even though he and Sarah had tried and 
failed for years…

He humbled himself before his nephew Lot and allowed Lot to choose 
where he would live…

He boldly set out to battle against and soundly defeated the four kings who 
had defeated the five kings of the Jordan valley and taken Lot and all of his 
belongings…

He was anointed and blessed by Melchizedek, king of Salem…

He talked face to face with the Lord as friends…

What an amazing, amazing man of God!!!

Yet, Abraham struggled with a persistent sin…

We see it first raising its ugly head when a famine came and he went down 
to Egypt…

He told Sarah to say she was his sister
Pharaoh took her to be his wife

We saw it again when Sarai couldn’t get pregnant and she told him to take 
her Egyptian servant, Hagar…



But by now you would think that Abraham had overcome all his faithless 
ways…

But then we come to Genesis 20 and it feels like Déjà vu! 

Why would the Holy Spirit include Genesis 20?

Spiritual maturity is not the ABSENCE of sin, but the ever 
growing AWARENESS of sin

TRUST in SELF is always a sign of DISTRUST in GOD

ONE THING

FACING our FEARS leads to either FAITHFUL RELIANCE or 
FEARFUL DEFIANCE

1. We each battle a DEBILITATING SIN that HINDERS us

Genesis 20:1–2 (ESV) 
1 From there Abraham journeyed toward the territory of the Negeb and 
lived between Kadesh and Shur; and he sojourned in Gerar. 2 And Abraham 
said of Sarah his wife, “She is my sister.” And Abimelech king of Gerar sent 
and took Sarah. 

Hebrews 12:1 (ESV) 
1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let 
us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us 
run with endurance the race that is set before us 

1 John 1:8 (ESV) 
8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

Three results of falling to that persistent sin…

FAULTY MINDSET



Genesis 20:11 (ESV) 
11 Abraham said, “I did it because I thought, ‘There is no fear of God at all 
in this place, and they will kill me because of my wife.’ 

1 Corinthians 2:14 (ESV) 
14 The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for 
they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they 
are spiritually discerned. 

FLIMSY EXCUSES

Genesis 20:12 (ESV) 
12 Besides, she is indeed my sister, the daughter of my father though not 
the daughter of my mother, and she became my wife. 

We tend to see our own sins as weaknesses and other’s sins as 
wickedness

FAILED WITNESS

Abraham failed in his witness to his wife…

Genesis 20:13 (ESV) 
13 And when God caused me to wander from my father’s house, I said to 
her, ‘This is the kindness you must do me: at every place to which we 
come, say of me, “He is my brother.” ’ ” 

He also failed in his witness to the people of Gerar…

Genesis 20:9–10 (ESV) 
9 Then Abimelech called Abraham and said to him, “What have you done to 
us? And how have I sinned against you, that you have brought on me and 
my kingdom a great sin? You have done to me things that ought not to be 
done.” 10 And Abimelech said to Abraham, “What did you see, that you did 
this thing?” 

“What have you done to us?...”



“How have I sinned against you, that you have brought on me and my 
kingdom a great sin?”

Pharaoh: 
(12:18) “What have you done to me?”

Abimelech:
(20:9) “What have you done to us?”

Pharaoh:
(12:18) “Why didn’t you tell me she was your wife?”

Abimelech:
(20:9) “How have I wronged you that you have brought such great guilt 
upon me and my kingdom?”

Proverbs 14:34 (ESV) 
34 Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people. 

We are carriers of God’s Kingdom!!!

We are here as messengers of blessings!!!

What will America say to the Church when God judges it’s wickedness?

2. We each receive DIVINE HELP that PROTECTS us

Genesis 20:3 (ESV) 
3 But God came ... 

Romans 8:26–27 (ESV) 
26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what 
to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with 
groanings too deep for words. 27 And he who searches hearts knows what 
is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God. 

FIERCE GUARDIAN



Genesis 20:3 (ESV) 
3 But God came to Abimelech in a dream by night and said to him, “Behold, 
you are a dead man because of the woman whom you have taken, for she 
is a man’s wife.” 

Genesis 20:4–5 (ESV) 
4 Now Abimelech had not approached her. So he said, “Lord, will you kill 
an innocent people? 5 Did he not himself say to me, ‘She is my sister’? And 
she herself said, ‘He is my brother.’ In the integrity of my heart and the 
innocence of my hands I have done this.” 

Genesis 20:6 (ESV) 
6 Then God said to him in the dream, “Yes, I know that you have done this 
in the integrity of your heart, and it was I who kept you from sinning 
against me. Therefore I did not let you touch her. 

Exodus 15:3 (NLT) 
3 The LORD is a warrior; Yahweh is his name! 

Job 1:10 (ESV) 
10 Have you not put a hedge around him and his house and all that he has, 
on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his 
possessions have increased in the land. 

Acts 9:3–4 (ESV) 
3 Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a 
light from heaven shone around him. 4 And falling to the ground he heard a 
voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 

2 Chronicles 16:9 (NLT) 
9 The eyes of the LORD search the whole earth in order to strengthen those 
whose hearts are fully committed to him.

FAITHFUL GUIDANCE

Genesis 20:7 (ESV) 



7 Now then, return the man’s wife, for he is a prophet, so that he will pray 
for you, and you shall live. But if you do not return her, know that you shall 
surely die, you and all who are yours.” 

2 Timothy 2:13 (ESV) 
13 if we are faithless, he remains faithful— for he cannot deny himself. 

FORGIVING GRACE

Genesis 20:8 (ESV) 
8 So Abimelech rose early in the morning and called all his servants and 
told them all these things. And the men were very much afraid. 

Genesis 20:17–18 (ESV) 
17 Then Abraham prayed to God, and God healed Abimelech, and also 
healed his wife and female slaves so that they bore children. 18 For the 
LORD had closed all the wombs of the house of Abimelech because of 
Sarah, Abraham’s wife. 

Notice… even though Sarah’s womb had been closed for many years, when 
Abraham prayed for Abimelech and his people, the Lord opened their 
wombs!...
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