
Genesis
From Bitter to Better to Blessed

Genesis 16:7-16

Genesis 16:6–16 (ESV) 
6 But Abram said to Sarai, “Behold, your servant is in your power; do to her as 

you please.” Then Sarai dealt harshly with her, and she fled from her. 7 The 
angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, the spring on 

the way to Shur. 8 And he said, “Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have you come 
from and where are you going?” She said, “I am fleeing from my mistress Sarai.” 
9 The angel of the LORD said to her, “Return to your mistress and submit to her.” 
10 The angel of the LORD also said to her, “I will surely multiply your offspring so 

that they cannot be numbered for multitude.” 11 And the angel of the LORD said 
to her, “Behold, you are pregnant and shall bear a son. You shall call his name 

Ishmael, because the LORD has listened to your affliction. 12 He shall be a wild 
donkey of a man, his hand against everyone and everyone’s hand against him, 

and he shall dwell over against all his kinsmen.” 13 So she called the name of 
the LORD who spoke to her, “You are a God of seeing,” for she said, “Truly here I 

have seen him who looks after me.” 14 Therefore the well was called Beer-lahai-

roi; it lies between Kadesh and Bered. 15 And Hagar bore Abram a son, and 

Abram called the name of his son, whom Hagar bore, Ishmael. 16 Abram was 
eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram. 

Tonight we are going to meet an interesting person who appears on the 
scene abruptly...

Out of seeming nowhere he appears ...
Knowing future things
Saying amazing things
Making heavenly promises

This one who appears is called “the angel of the Lord.”

But who is this? …

With Hagar…

Genesis 16:7 (ESV) 



7 The angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, the 
spring on the way to Shur. 

With Abraham…

Genesis 22:15 (ESV) 
15 And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 

With Moses…

Exodus 3:3 (ESV) 
3 And Moses said, “I will turn aside to see this great sight, why the bush is not 
burned.” 

With Balaam and his donkey…

Numbers 22:23 (ESV) 
23 And the donkey saw the angel of the LORD standing in the road, with a drawn 
sword in his hand. And the donkey turned aside out of the road and went into the 
field. And Balaam struck the donkey, to turn her into the road. 

With Gideon…

Judges 6:11 (ESV) 
11 Now the angel of the LORD came and sat under the terebinth at Ophrah, which 
belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, while his son Gideon was beating out wheat in 
the winepress to hide it from the Midianites. 

With Sampson’s parents…

Judges 13:3 (ESV) 
3 And the angel of the LORD appeared to the woman and said to her, “Behold, 
you are barren and have not borne children, but you shall conceive and bear a 
son. 

As I have told you before, the angel of the Lord is Jesus in the OT!



The greatest danger to a blessed life is a better life

1. The Lord PURSUES us in our BITTER trials

Genesis 16:6 (ESV) 
6 But Abram said to Sarai, “Behold, your servant is in your power; do to her as 
you please.” Then Sarai dealt harshly with her, and she fled from her. 

Genesis 16:7 (ESV) 
7 The angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, the 
spring on the way to Shur. 

Our natural response to bitter trials is to run away!

The Lord’s supernatural response to our bitter trials is to seek us 
out!

With the woman at the well…

… he HAD to pass through Samaria…

With Zacchaeus…

Luke 19:5 (ESV) 
5 And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, 
hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house today.” 

Luke 19:10 (ESV) 
10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

2. The Lord PROVIDES what is BEST for us

Genesis 16:8–9 (ESV) 
8 And he said, “Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have you come from and where 



are you going?” She said, “I am fleeing from my mistress Sarai.” 9 The angel of 
the LORD said to her, “Return to your mistress and submit to her.” 

Hagar thought what was best for her was to run away back home to 
Egypt…

The Lord knew what was best for her was to come under His blessings!

Matthew 11:28–29 (ESV) 
28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls. 

3. The Lord PROMISES to BLESS our obedience

Genesis 16:10 (ESV) 
10 The angel of the LORD also said to her, “I will surely multiply your offspring so 
that they cannot be numbered for multitude.” 

Deuteronomy 28:13 (ESV) 
13 And the LORD will make you the head and not the tail, and you shall only go 
up and not down, if you obey the commandments of the LORD your God, which I 
command you today, being careful to do them, 

John 14:21 (ESV) 
21 Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And 
he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest 
myself to him.” 

4. The Lord PROCLAIMS His rule for us to BEHOLD His 
glory

Genesis 16:11–12 (ESV) 



11 And the angel of the LORD said to her, “Behold, you are pregnant and shall 
bear a son. You shall call his name Ishmael, because the LORD has listened to 

your affliction. 12 He shall be a wild donkey of a man, his hand against everyone 
and everyone’s hand against him, and he shall dwell over against all his 
kinsmen.” 

According to Islamic texts…

Ishmael and Hagar being taken to Mecca by Abraham in Islamic texts[3] is 
an important part in the story of Ishmael, as it brings the focus to Mecca 
and is the beginning of Mecca's sanctification as a holy area.[2]:61 Islamic 
tradition says Abraham was ordered by God to take Hagar and Ishmael to 
Mecca, and later Abraham returned to Mecca to build the Kaaba

The Kaaba…

Genesis 16:13–14 (ESV) 
13 So she called the name of the LORD who spoke to her, “You are a God of 

seeing,” for she said, “Truly here I have seen him who looks after me.” 14 
Therefore the well was called Beer-lahai-roi; it lies between Kadesh and Bered. 

John 1:14 (ESV) 
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

Genesis 16:15–16 (ESV) 
15 And Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram called the name of his son, whom 

Hagar bore, Ishmael. 16 Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore 
Ishmael to Abram. 
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Genesis 16:7-16

◊  The greatest       to a  life is a        life!

1.  The Lord       us in our  trials

2. The Lord    what is      for us

3. The Lord    to   our

    obedience

4. The Lord     His rule for us to  

        His glory
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