
Genesis
Moving from Problems to Promises

Genesis 15:1-6

Abram has just returned from an amazing victory…

Picture Abram as a victorious king with his 318 valiant warriors following 
behind him…

Picture coming after them all the spoils of war…

All the people of Sodom and the other cities who where hauled off from 
their homes along with all their possessions…

It had to be an amazing sight!!!

Imagine Abram as he rides in … his head held high … with everyone 
recognizing his greatness

As he returns to his homeland Abram is met by two kings…

Genesis 15:1–6 (ESV) 
1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, 

Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O 
Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my 

house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me 

no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” 4 And behold, the 
word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own 

son shall be your heir.” 5 And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward 
heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to 

him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 And he believed the LORD, and he counted it 
to him as righteousness. 

1. Abram’s PROBLEMS

◊  His FEARS

“After these things…”



After what?  After Genesis 14!

Fear is not necessarily a bad thing, it’s a real thing.

Cowards are fearful before a battle.

Heroes are fearful after a battle.

This is a strange reality…

Abram, in spite of all his blessings had a lingering fear that the Lord knew 
about and was ready to address…

You know God is that way…

We can fool each other…

We can even fool ourselves…

But we can’t fool God!!!

◊  His DOUBTS

Genesis 15:2–4 (ESV) 
2 But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, 

and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “Behold, 
you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” 
4 And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your 
heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” 

2. God’s PRESCRIPTION

◊  His PRESENCE

Genesis 15:1 (ESV) 
1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, 



Abram ...” 

This is the first instance of the phrase, “the word of the LORD.”

There are 84 occurrences in the Bible of the phrases, “Fear not” or “Do not 
fear”.

Luke 1:13, to Zacharias.

Luke 1:30, to Mary

Isaiah 41:10 (NIV84) 
10 So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. 

◊  His PROTECTION

Genesis 15:1 (ESV) 
1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, 
Abram, I am your shield...” 

We do not need to fear, because the Lord is our shield!

His wing cast a shadow in which we can find protection.

◊  His PROVISION

Genesis 15:1 (ESV) 
1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, 
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 

He is our provision!

His presence is more valuable to us than any silver or gold.

◊  His PROCLAMATION

Genesis 15:4 (ESV) 
4 And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your 



heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” 

Following Abram’s declaration of doubts and his struggle with 
discouragement, God proclaims the truth.

◊  His PROMISE

Genesis 15:5 (ESV) 
5 And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the 
stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your 
offspring be.” 

Genesis 13:16 (ESV) 
16 I will make your offspring as the dust of the earth, so that if one can count the 
dust of the earth, your offspring also can be counted. 

Genesis 22:17 (ESV) 
17 I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of 
heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess 
the gate of his enemies, 

Numbers 23:19 (ESV) 
19 God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should change his 
mind. Has he said, and will he not do it? Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill 
it? 

3. Abram’s RESPONSE

Genesis 15:6 (ESV) 
6 And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness. 

Abram believed the LORD!

Abram did not believe his circumstances, he believed the LORD!

Abram did not believe the facts, he believed the LORD!



God stripped away everything Abram could make sense of except God 
Himself!

God is most glorified when we are most satisfied in Him.

4. God’s RECKONING

Genesis 15:6 (ESV) 
6 And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness. 

God reckoned to Abram’s account in heaven, righteousness which is our 
faith.

Romans 1:17 (ESV) 
17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is 
written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” 

Romans 4:5 (ESV) 
5 And to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, 
his faith is counted as righteousness 

Romans 4:13 (ESV) 
13 For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the 
world did not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 
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