
Genesis
The Mysterious Melchizedek

Genesis 14:18-20

ONE THING

The Lord allows trials in our lives not to cause our external falls, 
but the reveal our internal flaws.

Abram has just returned from an amazing victory…

Picture Abram as a victorious king with his 318 valiant warriors following 
behind him…

Picture coming after them all the spoils of war…

All the people of Sodom and the other cities who where hauled off from 
their homes along with all their possessions…

It had to be an amazing sight!!!

Imagine Abram as he rides in … his head held high … with everyone 
recognizing his greatness

As he returns to his homeland Abram is met by two kings…

These two kings represent two different ways to respond to 
victories …

PRIDEFUL ARROGANCE 

HUMBLE SUBMISSION

We looked at the first way briefly last week and will pick it up again later in 
this lesson …

… Lets focus in on the Godly way represented here by this mysterious man 
with a funny name…

Genesis 14:18–20 (ESV) 
18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was priest of 



God Most High.) 19 And he blessed him and said, “Blessed be Abram by God 

Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; 20 and blessed be God Most High, 
who has delivered your enemies into your hand!” And Abram gave him a tenth of 
everything. 

1. The SIGNIFICANCE of Melchizedek

Genesis 14:18 (ESV) 
18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was priest of 
God Most High.)

There is nothing more tantalizing than a great mystery story…

They catch your intrigue and you expend great mental energy trying to 
solve the mystery…

After you’ve read several mystery books or watched several movies you 
learn a very important principle…

Always pay attention to the seemingly insignificant…

When solving a “Who Done It” mystery, you train yourself to pay attention 
to the insignificant person who seems to appear onto the scene and just as 
quickly disappear…

You make a mental note of the person and see if they appear again later in 
the story…

It they do, your suspicions heighten and they become a prime suspect…

In Scripture, there is no one any more mysterious as Melchizedek…

He appears out of nowhere and quickly disappears…

Genesis 14:18-20 is the only historical record of Melchizedek anywhere in 
the world…

This first and only appearance occurs around 2000 BC…

On it’s own, we are intrigued, but not really moved…

However, 1000 years later, Melchizedek appears again…



This time he appears in a prophetic psalm…

Psalm 110:4 (ESV) 
4 The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind, “You are a priest forever 
after the order of Melchizedek.” 

At this our interest is sparked…

Who is the “You” in this verse that is a “… priest forever after the order of 
Melchizedek”?

King David who prophetically wrote this Psalm refers to this mystery 
person as his lord…

Psalm 110:1 (ESV) 
1 The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies 
your footstool.” 

For centuries, Jewish priests and scribes tried to identify who this 
mysterious character was that met up with Abraham and is referred to by 
David…

Then 1000 years later a Galilean by the name of Jesus appears on the 
scene…

The writer of Hebrews, inspired by the Holy Spirit, comes to a remarkable 
discovery…

The mystery man, Melchizedek, is a type reference to Jesus!!!

Hebrews 6:19–20 (ESV) 
19 We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters 

into the inner place behind the curtain, 20 where Jesus has gone as a forerunner 
on our behalf, having become a high priest forever after the order of 
Melchizedek. 
 

2. The SIGN of Melchizedek

Genesis 14:18 (ESV) 
18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was priest of 
God Most High.)



The Sign of his OFFICES

He is here called, “… king of Salem”

He is also called, “… priest of God Most High”

◊ This is the first mention of “priest” in the Bible

Melchizedek functioned in TWO offices…

Melchizedek is the King/Priest

This is a SIGN of Jesus…

First, Jesus holds the office of King!

Jesus was born into the tribe of Judah

Matthew 1:1 (ESV) 
1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of 
Abraham. 

Pilate had inscribed over Jesus on the cross…

Matthew 27:37 (ESV) 
37 And over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, 
the King of the Jews.” 

But Jesus is more that Son of David or king of the Jews…

Jesus is King of kings!

Revelation 19:16 (ESV) 
16 On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of 
lords. 

Second, Jesus holds the office of priest…

Psalm 110:4 (ESV) 
4 The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind, “You are a priest forever 
after the order of Melchizedek.” 



The intertwining of these two offices was also foretold by the prophet 
Zechariah…

Zechariah 6:13 (ESV) 
13 It is he who shall build the temple of the LORD and shall bear royal honor, and 
shall sit and rule on his throne. And there shall be a priest on his throne, and the 
counsel of peace shall be between them both.” ’ 
 
When we surrender our lives to Jesus what do we become…

1 Peter 2:9a (ESV) 
9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his 
own possession …

The Sign of his OFFERINGS

What is it that Melchizedek represents?

Hebrews 7:2b (ESV) 
2 ... He is first, by translation of his name, king of righteousness, and then he is 
also king of Salem, that is, king of peace.

What is it that Jesus offers to all who will come to Him?

First, Jesus is The King of Righteousness!

His name Melchizedek is the combination of two Hebrew words…

Melek is translated, “King”

Chesed is translated “Righteousness”

1 John 2:1 (ESV) 
1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous. 

Second, Jesus is The King of Peace!

Hebrews 7:2b (ESV) 
2 ... he is also king of Salem, that is, king of peace.



Salem is the Hebrew word, Shalom

Ephesians 2:14 (ESV) 
14 For he himself is our peace …

John 14:27 (ESV) 
27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I 
give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 

1 Corinthians 1:30 (ESV) 
30 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from 
God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption 

The combination of these two words …

Isaiah 9:6–7 (ESV) 
6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government 
and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time 
forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

Psalm 85:10 (ESV) 
10 Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; righteousness and peace kiss each 
other. 

3. The SUBMISSION to Melchizedek

Genesis 14:18–20 (ESV) 
18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was priest of 

God Most High.) 19 And he blessed him and said, “Blessed be Abram by God 

Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; 20 and blessed be God Most High, 
who has delivered your enemies into your hand!” And Abram gave him a tenth of 
everything. 

Psalm 110:1-4 (ESV) 



1 The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies 

your footstool.” 2 The LORD sends forth from Zion your mighty scepter. Rule in 

the midst of your enemies! 3 Your people will offer themselves freely on the day 
of your power, in holy garments; from the womb of the morning, the dew of your 

youth will be yours. 4 The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind, “You 
are a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.”

NOTICE: Verse 3 again!

Psalm 110:3 (ESV) 
3 Your people will offer themselves freely on the day of your power, in holy 
garments ...

When we offer ourselves freely to Christ we submit to Him in 
three ways…

ENTERING into FELLOWSHIP with Jesus

Genesis 14:18 (ESV) 
18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was priest of 
God Most High.)

The BREAD and WINE represent the Lord Supper!

1 Corinthians 10:16–17 (ESV) 
16 The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of 

Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? 17 
Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of 
the one bread. 

1 Corinthians 11:23–26 (ESV) 
23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus 

on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the 
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 



Our SUBMISSION to our Melchizedek…

RECEIVING our BLESSINGS from Jesus

Genesis 14:19–20a (ESV) 
19 And he blessed him and said, “Blessed be Abram by God Most High, 

Possessor of heaven and earth; 20 and blessed be God Most High, who has 
delivered your enemies into your hand!”

This is very interesting!

As Abram comes before Melchizedek it is Melchizedek who blesses Abram

The Lord had already promised to bless Abram and that he would bless 
everyone else

Genesis 12:3 (ESV) 
3 … in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

Yet here we have Abram being blessed!

This is important because in those days it was always the superior who 
blessed the inferior

Hebrews 7:6-7 (ESV) 
6 But this man who does not have his descent from them received tithes from 

Abraham and blessed him who had the promises. 7 It is beyond dispute that the 
inferior is blessed by the superior.

In the same way, when we give our lives to Jesus we come under the 
superior blessings He offers

Ephesians 1:3 (ESV) 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places 

When we offer ourselves freely to Christ we submit to Him in 
three ways…

OFFERING our TITHES to Jesus



Genesis 14:20b (ESV) 
20 … And Abram gave him a tenth of everything. 

This is the first record of tithing in Scripture…

This is BEFORE the law…

Therefore, Abram’s tithe to Melchizedek was not in obedience to the Law, 
but in submissive response to the blessing!

Hebrews 7:1–2a (ESV) 
1 For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met Abraham 

returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, 2 and to him Abraham 
apportioned a tenth part of everything. 

Hebrews 7:4–8 (ESV) 
4 See how great this man was to whom Abraham the patriarch gave a tenth of 

the spoils! 5 And those descendants of Levi who receive the priestly office have a 
commandment in the law to take tithes from the people, that is, from their 

brothers, though these also are descended from Abraham. 6 But this man who 
does not have his descent from them received tithes from Abraham and blessed 

him who had the promises. 7 It is beyond dispute that the inferior is blessed by 

the superior. 8 In the one case tithes are received by mortal men, but in the other 
case, by one of whom it is testified that he lives 

We began by seeing Abram return from a great victory…

On his return he was met by two kings…

These two kings represent two different ways to respond to 
victories …

PRIDEFUL ARROGANCE 

HUMBLE SUBMISSION
Prideful arrogance responds in OWNERSHIP

Genesis 14:17 (ESV) 



17 After his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with 
him, the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the 
King’s Valley). 

Genesis 14:21–23 (ESV) 
21 And the king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the persons, but take the 
goods for yourself.”

The worldly mindset is seen in the king of Sodom…

What’s mine is mine!

Get all you can, can all you get, then sit on the can!

Ezekiel 16:49 (ESV) 
49 Behold, this was the guilt of your sister Sodom: she and her daughters had 
pride, excess of food, and prosperous ease, but did not aid the poor and needy. 

Notice Abram’s response…

Genesis 14:22–23 (ESV) 
22 But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have lifted my hand to the LORD, God 

Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth, 23 that I would not take a thread or a 
sandal strap or anything that is yours, lest you should say, ‘I have made Abram 
rich.’ 

Abram rejected the worldly mindset of the king of Sodom and instead 
embraced the Godly mindset in the king of Salem

Humble submission responds in STEWARDSHIP

Genesis 14:20b (ESV) 
20 … And Abram gave him a tenth of everything. 

When we tithe, we are NOT giving to a church, or a preacher, or even to 
obey the Law…

Tithing is NOT Old Testament legalism!

When we tithe, we are recognizing our submission to the Lordship of Jesus 
as our priest forever!



Psalm 110:4 (ESV) 
4 The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind, “You are a priest forever 
after the order of Melchizedek.” 
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