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Abraham’s Daring Rescue

Genesis 14

ONE THING

The Lord allows trials in our lives not to cause our external falls, 
but the reveal our internal flaws.

Abraham has had his faith tested …

In one test he failed, but repented

In the next he passed with flying colors

We have seen Abraham as a Shepherd, a Wanderer into Egypt, a 
Worshipper, and a Man of Peace…

Up to this point he seems harmless and passive

But in chapter 14 we see him as a Warrior-king!

This is one of the great fallacies of Christianity

We know Jesus as meek and mild… the suffering servant…

But we must also know Jesus as the ruling and reigning King of kings and 
Lord of lords…

Matthew 10:34–35 (ESV) 
34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to 

bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I have come to set a man against his father, and 
a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 

Exodus 15:3 (NLT) 
3 The LORD is a warrior; Yahweh is his name! 

The Bible tells us there is a time for everything…

Ecclesiastes 3:1–2,8 (ESV) 
1 For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 2 a 
time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is 



planted; …8 a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for 
peace. 

The key we hope to learn tonight is when is it time for peace and when is it 
time for war!

1. The REST of Faith

Genesis 14:1–10 (ESV) 
1 In the days of Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer 

king of Elam, and Tidal king of Goiim, 2 these kings made war with Bera king of 
Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, Shemeber king of 

Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar). 3 And all these joined forces in the 

Valley of Siddim (that is, the Salt Sea). 4 Twelve years they had served 

Chedorlaomer, but in the thirteenth year they rebelled. 5 In the fourteenth year 
Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him came and defeated the Rephaim 

in Ashteroth-karnaim, the Zuzim in Ham, the Emim in Shaveh-kiriathaim, 6 and 
the Horites in their hill country of Seir as far as El-paran on the border of the 

wilderness. 7 Then they turned back and came to En-mishpat (that is, Kadesh) 
and defeated all the country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites who were 

dwelling in Hazazon-tamar. 8 Then the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the 
king of Admah, the king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) went out, 

and they joined battle in the Valley of Siddim 9 with Chedorlaomer king of Elam, 
Tidal king of Goiim, Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar, four 

kings against five. 10 Now the Valley of Siddim was full of bitumen pits, and as 
the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, some fell into them, and the rest fled to 
the hill country.  

Amraphel king of Shinar … 

Shinar is Babylon… modern day Iraq

Chedorlaomer king of Elam, 

Elam is modern day Iran

Arioch king of Ellasar … 

Ellasar were the people called the Hurrians … modern day Turkey



Tidal king of Goiim

Goiim were the Hittites… modern day Turkey

These 4 kings headed south in a campaign to take back rule over the area

To do so they attacked and removed any possible threats from other kings 
that might come to the aid of the FIVE KINGS in the south

Genesis 14:5–6 (ESV) 
5 In the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him came 
and defeated the Rephaim in Ashteroth-karnaim, the Zuzim in Ham, the Emim in 

Shaveh-kiriathaim, 6 and the Horites in their hill country of Seir as far as El-paran 
on the border of the wilderness. 

The Rephaim are related to the Anakim and were famous for their height

Deuteronomy 2:11 (ESV) 
11 Like the Anakim they are also counted as Rephaim, but the Moabites call 
them Emim. 

Genesis 14:7 (ESV) 
7 Then they turned back and came to En-mishpat (that is, Kadesh) and defeated 
all the country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites who were dwelling in 
Hazazon-tamar. 

In looking at the map you can see how they took away their escape routes 
to the east and south

As a result, we read…

Genesis 14:8–9 (ESV) 
8 Then the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of 
Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) went out, and they joined battle in 

the Valley of Siddim 9 with Chedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king of Goiim, 
Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar, four kings against five. 

Here is the point…

There are battles … major battles occurring not far from Abraham, but he is 



unmoved

Though the battles are RAGING we find Abraham RESTING

There is a PEACE the Lord calls us to that is not the absence of conflict, 
but the evidence of His presence

John 16:33 (ESV) 
33 I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world 
you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” 

Philippians 4:6–7 (ESV) 
6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 

with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus. 

Hebrews 4:9–10 (ESV) 
9 So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, 10 for whoever 
has entered God’s rest has also rested from his works as God did from his. 

Biblical Faith RESTS in the calm assurance of God’s presence 
and sovereign control

2. The RISK of Faith

Genesis 14:10–12 (ESV) 
11 So the enemy took all the possessions of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their 

provisions, and went their way. 12 They also took Lot, the son of Abram’s brother, 
who was dwelling in Sodom, and his possessions, and went their way. 

In this campaign of these FOUR KINGS led by Chedorlaomer, they routed 
the FIVE KINGS and carried off their people and possessions as reward

Genesis 14:13–14 (ESV) 
13 Then one who had escaped came and told Abram the Hebrew, who was living 
by the oaks of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol and of Aner. These were 

allies of Abram. 14 When Abram heard that his kinsman had been taken captive, 
he led forth his trained men, born in his house, 318 of them, and went in pursuit 
as far as Dan. 



Notice Abram’s response…

When he hears the report of Lot’s capture he immediately steps into 
action…

He didn’t have to do this…

Abram could have concluded, “Hey, Lot made his choice and now he has to 
live with it…”

Abram could have thanked the Lord for keeping him safe from harm…

Abram could have prayed for Lot …

Abram could have asked the Lord to protect Lot…

Abram could have said, “Hey, this isn’t my fight…”

But instead, Abram took action!

There is a time to REST in God’s peace and there is a time to rise 
up in the RISK of faith and take action

Galatians 6:1–2 (ESV) 
1 Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should 
restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be 

tempted. 2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 

1 John 3:18 (ESV) 
18 Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 

Abram put his life and possessions at risk by chasing after these powerful 
kings from the north

What the Bible tells us next is a classic military move

Coming against a more powerful foe, listen to Abram’s tactics…

Genesis 14:15–16 (ESV) 
15 And he divided his forces against them by night, he and his servants, and 



defeated them and pursued them to Hobah, north of Damascus. 16 Then he 
brought back all the possessions, and also brought back his kinsman Lot with his 
possessions, and the women and the people. 

STORY - Operation Entebbe

On June 27, 1976, Air France Flight 139, departed Tel Aviv, Israel, carrying 
246 passengers (mainly Jewish and Israeli) and 12 crew members.

The plane landed in Athens, Greece, where an additional 58 passengers 
boarded the plane on their way to Paris, France.

The plane departed Athens at 12:30 pm, but shortly after takeoff, the flight 
was hijacked by two Palestinians from the Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine – External Operations (PFLP-EO), and by two Germans from 
the German Revolutionary Cells.

The plane was diverted from it’s original destination and flown to Entebbe 
Airport in Uganda

Uganda’s President, Idi Amin fully supported the hijacking and even offered 
military support to the hijackers

The passengers were divided into two groups – Israelis and non-Israelis

The hijackers demands were for $5 million USD, the freeing of 40 
Palestinian and pro-Palestinian militants imprisoned in Israel and 13 
prisoners in four other countries in exchange for the hostages.

By July 1, 1976, all the non-Israeli hostages had been released…

106 passengers remained as hostages
10 young French passengers
12 Air France crew members
84 Israelis

The hijackers declared that if their demands were not met they would begin 
killing hostages on July 4th.

On July 3rd, 1976, 100 commandos of the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) 
departed Israel to rescue the hostages

The IDF landed at Entebbe airport on July 3rd at approximately 11:00 pm



The rescue operation lasted 90 minutes

102 hostages were rescued

Casualties 
All the hijackers were killed
45 Ugandan soldiers were killed
3 hostages were killed
1 Israeli commando was killed

The Israeli commando killed was Lt. Col. Yonatan Netanyahu (older brother 
to Benjamin Netanyahu, the current Prime Minister of Israel)

As we see in our story of Abraham, Operation Entebbe was not the first 
nighttime raid by Israel to rescue hostages

3. The REWARD of Faith

Upon Abram’s return as the victorious king who rescues all the people and 
possessions taken captive, he is met by two kings…

The king of Sodom & the king of Salem

In these two kings we will see two opposing responses to Abram’s 
victory… 

A Worldly Reward

Genesis 14:17 (ESV) 
17 After his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with 
him, the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the 
King’s Valley).

Genesis 14:21–24 (ESV) 
21 And the king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the persons, but take the 

goods for yourself.” 22 But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have lifted my 

hand to the LORD, God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth, 23 that I 
would not take a thread or a sandal strap or anything that is yours, lest you 

should say, ‘I have made Abram rich.’ 24 I will take nothing but what the young 
men have eaten, and the share of the men who went with me. Let Aner, Eshcol, 
and Mamre take their share.” 



When the king of Sodom realized he was being defeated he headed for the 
hills to save his skin!

In the culture of their day, when a king won a victory, all the spoils of war 
belonged to him

The king of Sodom comes to Abram knowing that, according to their 
customs, all his people and possessions belong to Abram now

He comes asking for his people back…

Look again at Abram’s response…

Genesis 14:22–23 (ESV) 
22 But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have lifted my hand to the LORD, God 

Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth, 23 that I would not take a thread or a 
sandal strap or anything that is yours, lest you should say, ‘I have made Abram 
rich.’

Philippians 4:11–13 (NLT) 
11 … I have learned how to be content with whatever I have. 12 I know how to 
live on almost nothing or with everything. I have learned the secret of living in 

every situation, whether it is with a full stomach or empty, with plenty or little. 13 
For I can do everything through Christ, who gives me strength. 

Philippians 4:19 (ESV) 
19 And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in 
Christ Jesus. 

◊ One of the greatest dangers after a great victory is to start believing your 
own press

If Satan cannot stop us with failure he attempts to sidetrack us 
with success

In these moments we must recognize Who is the source of ALL our 
victories!!!
A Heavenly Reward

Genesis 14:18–20 (ESV) 
18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was priest of 



God Most High.) 19 And he blessed him and said, “Blessed be Abram by God 

Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; 20 and blessed be God Most High, 
who has delivered your enemies into your hand!” And Abram gave him a tenth of 
everything.

I am going to teach on this passage specifically next week, so I am not 
going to spend much time tonight with it…

Notice though that the king of Salem brings a gift to Abram and his 
soldiers… bread and wine

Next notice that Melchizedek blesses Abram

2 Timothy 4:7–8 (ESV) 
7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 
Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to 
all who have loved his appearing. 
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