
Genesis
The Dispersion of Nations

Genesis 10 & 11

When we talk about beginnings, nothing shines more bright that the book 
of Genesis in the Bible

Genesis 10 & 11 serve as a unit

There are FOUR KEY Words that help us understand the origin of all 
nations…

Acts 17:26 (ESV) 
26 And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of 
the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling 
place 

1.  The CAUSE of the Dispersion 

Genesis 11:1–4 (ESV) 
1 Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2 And as people 
migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 
3 And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them 

thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. 4 Then they 
said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, 
and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the 
whole earth.” 

The Cause of the Dispersion was, once again, man’s rebellion against God

2.  The COMPASSION of the Dispersion 

Genesis 11:5–6 (ESV) 
5 And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of 

man had built. 6 And the LORD said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have 
all one language, and this is only the beginning of what they will do. And nothing 



that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. 

We are going to see a chiastic structure where this entire story is pointing 
to one key truth… “The Lord came down”

A “The whole earth had one language” (v 1)
B “there” (v. 2)
C “each other” (v 3)
D “Come, let us make bricks” (v 3)
E “let us build for ourselves” (v 4)
F “a city and a tower”
G “the LORD came down … “ (v 5)

F1 “the city and the tower”

E1 “which mankind had built”

D1 “come … let us mix up” (v 7)

C1 “each other’s language”

B1 “from there” (v 8)

A1 “the language of the whole earth” (v 9)

Like in the account of the fall in the Garden of Eden the Lord came to the 
fallen rebellious people…

Genesis 3:22–24 (ESV) 
22 Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in 
knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree 

of life and eat, and live forever—” 23 therefore the LORD God sent him out from 

the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. 24 He drove 
out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a 
flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life. 

3.  The CONFUSION brings the Dispersion 

Genesis 11:7–8 (ESV) 
7 Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, so that they may not 

understand one another’s speech.” 8 So the LORD dispersed them from there 
over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city. 



Confusion results in Division and division leads to Dispersion…

As we examine the DISPERSION, we must note two important truths taught 
in Gen 10 & 11…

#1 ◊ There are seventy names mentioned in Gen 10

Genesis 46:27 (ESV) 
27 And the sons of Joseph, who were born to him in Egypt, were two. All the persons of 
the house of Jacob who came into Egypt were seventy. 

#2  ◊  There are Sixteen grandsons of Noah…

Japheth – 7
Ham – 4 
Shem – 5 

Let’s look at these sixteen grandsons of Noah and watch the dispersion of 
nations…

First, the sons of Japheth…

Genesis 10:2 (ESV) 
2 The sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and 
Tiras. 

#1 – Gomer 

Ezekiel 38:6 (ESV) 
6 Gomer and all his hordes; Beth-togarmah from the uttermost parts of the north 
with all his hordes—many peoples are with you. 

In modern Turkey is an area which in New Testament times was called 
Galatia.

Jewish historian, Josephus records that the people who were called 
Galatians or Gauls in his day (c. AD 93) were previously called Gomerites

They migrated westward to what is now called France and Spain.



For many centuries France was called Gaul, after the descendants of 
Gomer.

North-west Spain is called Galicia to this day

Some migrated further to what is now called Wales.

The Welsh historian, Davis, records a traditional Welsh belief that the 
descendants of Gomer 'landed on the Isle of Britain from France, about 
three hundred years after the flood'.2 

He also records that the Welsh language is called Gomeraeg

Other members of their clan settled along the way, including in Armenia. 

The sons of Gomer were 'Ashkenaz, and Riphath, and 
Togarmah' ( HYPERLINK "http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=gen
%2B10:3&language=english&version=ESV&showfn=on" Genesis 10:3). 

Encyclopaedia Britannica says that the Armenians traditionally claim to be 
descended from Togarmah and Ashkenaz.3 

Ancient Armenia reached into Turkey. 

The name Turkey probably comes from Togarmah. 

Others of them migrated to Germany. 

Ashkenaz is the Hebrew word for Germany.

#2 – Magog 

Josephus records that those whom he called Magogites, the Greeks called 
Scythians.1 

According to Encyclopaedia Britannica, the ancient name for the region 
which now includes part of Romania and the Ukraine was Scythia.

#3 – Madai 

Along with Shem's son Elam, Madai is the ancestor of our modern-day 



Iranians. 

Josephus says that the descendants of Madai were called Medes by the 
Greeks.1 

Every time the Medes are mentioned in the Old Testament, the word used is 
the Hebrew word Madai (maday). 

After the time of Cyrus, the Medes are always (with one exception) 
mentioned along with the Persians. 

They became one kingdom with one law--'the law of the Medes and 
Persians' ( HYPERLINK "http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=dan
%2B6:8,12,15&language=english&version=ESV&showfn=on" Daniel 6:8, 12, 15). 

Later they were simply called Persians. 

Since 1935 they have called their country Iran. 

The Medes also 'settled India'

#4 – Javan 

Javan, is the Hebrew word for Greece. 

Greece, Grecia, or Grecians appears five times in the Old Testament, and is 
always the Hebrew word Javan

Daniel refers to 'the king of Grecia' ( HYPERLINK "http://bible.gospelcom.net/
bible?passage=dan%2B8:21&language=english&version=ESV&showfn=on" Daniel 
8:21), literally 'the king of Javan'

Javan's sons were Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim ( HYPERLINK 
"http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=gen
%2B10:4&language=english&version=ESV&showfn=on" Genesis 10:4), all of 
whom have connections with the Greek people

Tarshish or Tarsus was located in the region of Cilicia (modern Turkey)

Encyclopaedia Britannica says that Kittim is the biblical name for Cyprus.6 

The people who initially settled around the area of Troy worshipped Jupiter 
under the name of Jupiter Dodonaeus, possibly a reference to the fourth 



son of Javan, with Jupiter a derivative of Japheth. 

His oracle was at Dodena. 

The Greeks worshipped this god but called him Zeus

#5 – Tubal 

Tiglath-pileser I, king of Assyria in about 1100 BC, refers to the 
descendants of Tubal as the Tabali. Josephus recorded their name as the 
Thobelites, who were later known as Iberes.

'Their land, in Josephus' day, was called by the Romans Iberia, and 
covered what is now (the former Soviet State of) Georgia whose capital to 
this day bears the name Tubal as Tbilisi.

Having crossed the Caucasus mountains, this people migrated due north-
east, giving their tribal name to the river Tobol, and hence to the famous 
city of Tobolsk.'

#6 – Meshech 

Meshech is the ancient name for Moscow

To this day, one section, the Meschera Lowland, still carries the name of 
Meshech, virtually unchanged by the ages.

#7 – Tiras 

According to Josephus, the descendants of grandson Tiras were called 
Thirasians. 

The Greeks changed their name to Thracians.1 

Thrace reached from Macedonia on the south to the Danube River on the 
north to the Black Sea on the east. 

It took in much of what became Yugoslavia. 

World Book Encyclopaedia says: 'The people of Thrace were savage Indo-
Europeans, who liked warfare and looting.'8 



Tiras was worshipped by his descendants as Thuras, or Thor, the god of 
thunder.

Second, the sons of Ham…

Genesis 10:6 (ESV) 
6 The sons of Ham: Cush, Egypt, Put, and Canaan. 

The descendants of Ham live mainly in south-west Asia and Africa. 

The Bible often refers to Africa as the land of Ham ( HYPERLINK "http://
bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=psalms
%2B105:23,27&language=english&version=ESV&showfn=on" Psalms 105:23,27;  
HYPERLINK "http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=psalms
%2B106:22&language=english&version=ESV&showfn=on" 106:22).

Psalm 105:23 (ESV) 
23 Then Israel came to Egypt; Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham. 

Psalm 105:27 (ESV) 
27 They performed his signs among them and miracles in the land of Ham. 

#1 – Cush 

The name of Noah's grandson Cush is the Hebrew word for old Ethiopia

Without exception, the word Ethiopia in the English Bible is always a 
translation of the Hebrew word Cush.

Josephus rendered the name as Chus, and says that the Ethiopians 'are 
even at this day, both by themselves and by all men in Asia, called 
Chusites'

#2 – Mizraim 



Mizraim is the Hebrew word for Egypt. 

The name Egypt appears hundreds of times in the Old Testament and (with 
one exception) is always a translation of the word Mizraim.

#3 – Phut 

Phut, the name of Noah's next grandson is the Hebrew name for Libya. 

It is so translated three times in the Old Testament.

In Daniel’s day the name had been changed to Libya (Daniel 11:43)

Josephus says, 'Phut also was the founder of Libia [sic], and called the 
inhabitants Phutites

#4 – Canaan 

Canaan, the name of Noah's next grandson, is the Hebrew name for the 
general region later called by the Romans Palestine, i.e. modern Israel and 
Jordan

Third, the sons of Shem…

Genesis 10:22 (ESV) 
22 The sons of Shem: Elam, Asshur, Arpachshad, Lud, and Aram. 

#1 – Elam 

Elam is the ancient name for Persia, which is itself the ancient name for 
Iran.

Until the time of Cyrus the people were called Elamites

In Acts 2:9 the Jews from Persia who were present were called Elamites.



#2 – Asshur 

Asshur is the Hebrew word for Assyria. 

Assyria was one of the great ancient empires. 

Every time the words Assyria or Assyrian appear in the Old Testament, they 
are translated from the word Asshur

#3 – Arphaxad 

Arphaxad was the progenitor of the Chaldeans.

From Arpachshad ◊ Shelah

Eber ◊ Peleg ◊ Serug ◊ Nahor ◊ Terah ◊ Abram

Through “Eber” is where the Hebrews derive their name

#4 – Lud 

Lud was the ancestor of the Lydians

Now Western Turkey

#5 – Aram 

Aram is the Hebrew word for Syria. 

Whenever the word Syria appears in the Old Testament it is a translation of 
the word Aram. 

The Syrians call themselves Arameans, and their language is called 
Aramaic. 

Before the spread of the Greek Empire, Aramaic was the international 
language

Several things happened when the people were dispersed:

People in various areas called themselves by the name of the man who 



was their common ancestor.
They called their land, and often their major city and major river, by his 
name.
Sometimes the various nations fell off into ancestor worship. When this 
happened, it was natural for them to name their god after the man who 
was ancestor of all of them, or to claim their long-living ancestor as 
their god.

4.  The CURE for the Dispersion 

Genesis 11:9 (ESV) 
9 Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the LORD confused the 
language of all the earth. And from there the LORD dispersed them over the face 
of all the earth. 

In His great compassion, the Lord God dispersed the people over the face 
of the earth …

Because God had a better plan!!!!

God sent his Son to remove our dispersion first from Himself…

John 3:16 (ESV) 
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish but have eternal life. 

1 John 2:2 (ESV) 
2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of 
the whole world. 

Then God sent His Spirit to dwell in His children to remove the 
“dispersion” of us from each other…

Acts 2:1–4 (ESV) 
1 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 And 
suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it 

filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire 

appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them 
utterance. 



Acts 2:5–12 (ESV) 
5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation 

under heaven. 6 And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were 

bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. 7 
And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are 

speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native 

language? 9 Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, 

Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and 

the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11 both Jews 
and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues 

the mighty works of God.” 12 And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 
another, “What does this mean?” 

God’s Plan for the ages was to have a people of His own …

Totally united together as One

DISPERSION – We separated into (Lands by Nations)

1 Peter 2:9 (ESV) 
9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his 
own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you 
out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

DIVISION – We divided by (Languages)…

Galatians 3:28 (ESV) 
28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no 
male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

Ephesians 2:14 (ESV) 
14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down 
in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 

DIVERSITY – We are many (Families)…



1 Corinthians 12:12 (ESV) 
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of 
the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 

1 Corinthians 12:27 (ESV) 
27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 

UNITY – We are all (One People)…

1 Corinthians 12:13 (ESV) 
13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves 
or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 

Ephesians 4:3 (ESV) 
3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
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