
Genesis
The Rebellion of Nations

Genesis 10 & 11

Acts 17:26a (ESV) 
26 And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of 
the earth … 

There is an interesting phrase used at the end of each family listing of the 
three sons of Noah…

First, the sons of Japheth…

Genesis 10:5 (ESV) 
5 From these the coastland peoples spread in their lands, each with his own 
language, by their clans, in their nations. 

First, the sons of Ham…

Genesis 10:20 (ESV) 
20 These are the sons of Ham, by their clans, their languages, their lands, and 
their nations. 

First, the sons of Shem…

Genesis 10:31 (ESV) 
31 These are the sons of Shem, by their clans, their languages, their lands, and 
their nations. 

UNITY – We are all (ONE PEOPLE)…

DIVERSITY – We are many (FAMILIES)…

DIVISION – We divided by (LANGUAGES)…

DISPERSION – We separated into (LANDS by NATIONS)

Now, again, lets listen to what Paul preached in Athens…

Acts 17:26 (ESV) 
26 And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of 
the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling 



place 

1.  The ROUTE of the Rebellious Nations 

Genesis 11:1–2 (ESV) 
1 Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2 And as people 
migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 

Moved eastward… away from the presence of God

The moving EASTWARD in Genesis is a picture of moving away 
from the presence of the Lord…

◊ Adam and Eve were expelled from the Garden of Eden 
eastward…

Genesis 3:24 (ESV) 
24 He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the 
cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree 
of life. 

◊ Lot left Abraham and traveled eastward…

Genesis 13:10–12 (ESV) 
10 And Lot lifted up his eyes and saw that the Jordan Valley was well watered 
everywhere like the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, in the direction of 

Zoar. (This was before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) 11 So Lot 
chose for himself all the Jordan Valley, and Lot journeyed east. Thus they 

separated from each other. 12 Abram settled in the land of Canaan, while Lot 
settled among the cities of the valley and moved his tent as far as Sodom. 

◊ Abraham’s sons by his concubine, Keturah, were sent “… away 
from his son Isaac…”

Genesis 25:6 (ESV) 
6 But to the sons of his concubines Abraham gave gifts, and while he was still 



living he sent them away from his son Isaac, eastward to the east country. 

◊ Jacob fled his homeland and traveled eastward

Genesis 29:1 (ESV) 
1 Then Jacob went on his journey and came to the land of the people of the east. 

This movement eastward by all the people depicts a universal 
rebellion against God

The route of the people was a route of open rebellion against God…

… settled there – Not willing to obey God

Genesis 9:1 (ESV) 
1 And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply 
and fill the earth. 

2.  The RULER of the Rebellious Nations 

Genesis 11:2 (ESV) 
2 And as people migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar 
and settled there. 

◊ The Importance of Shinar

Shinar is a very important place in Scripture…

To understand it’s importance we must go back to Genesis 10…

Genesis 10:8–12 (ESV) 
8 Cush fathered Nimrod; he was the first on earth to be a mighty man. 9 He was 
a mighty hunter before the LORD. Therefore it is said, “Like Nimrod a mighty 

hunter before the LORD.” 10 The beginning of his kingdom was Babel, Erech, 

Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. 11 From that land he went into Assyria 

and built Nineveh, Rehoboth-Ir, Calah, and 12 Resen between Nineveh and 
Calah; that is the great city. 



1 Chronicles 1:10 (ESV) 
10 Cush fathered Nimrod. He was the first on earth to be a mighty man. 

Nimrod was the first to establish a great empire and was a well-known hunter. Tradition 
makes him ruler over Babylon and Akkad in southern Mesopotamia, and over Nineveh in 
Assyria. The phrase “land of Nimrod” seems to be synonymous with Assyria (Mi 5:6).

The name and fame of Nimrod have a secure place in Talmudic Judaism and in Islamic 
tradition. In the former he personifies both rebellion against God and military might in 
the earth. In rabbinic tradition, the Tower of Babel (Gn 11:1–9) is “the house of Nimrod” 
where idolatry was practiced and divine homage offered to Nimrod. In Islam, Nimrod 
persecutes Abraham and has him thrown into a fiery furnace.

The interpretation of the figure of Nimrod in Jewish tradition is overwhelmingly 
negative. According to Philo of Alexandria, Nimrod’s ancestors epitomize “evil and 
spiritual unproductiveness,” which can only result in giants (van der Horst, “Nimrod after 
the Bible,” 221–22). Later in the Jewish legends (Hag. 13a; Pes. 94b) Nimrod is 
described as the archetypal evil king who made all the people rebel against God 
(Hamilton, Genesis, 338). He is also noted as the builder of the tower of Babel and the 
enemy of Abraham (Ginzberg, Legends of the Jews, 175–81). Furthermore, the lexical 
links shared among Gen 6:4, 10:8–12, 11:1–9—namely the key words “giant,” “Shinar,” 
and “Babel”—”suggested to the early haggadists that Nimrod might have been one of the 
giants of Genesis 6” (van der Horst, Nimrod after the Bible, 222).

◊ The Kingdom of Nimrod

The text furnishes scant information concerning Nimrod. He was a descendant of 
Cush, a Hamite. The Biblical record thus agrees with data from the ancient history of 
Mesopotamia which furnish evidence that the region was first ruled by a non-Shemitic 
people. Nimrod began to be (i.e., set out to be) a mighty one (gibbor) in the land (10:8). 
The term tyrant captures the intention of the original. Nimrod’s very name is an 
encapsulation of his lifestyle. His name means, “Let us revolt.” He must have been a 
ruthless ruler who was opposed to all existing order.

Nimrod was especially noted as “a mighty hunter before Yahweh” (10:9). One of the 
royal responsibilities of kings in ancient times was to keep the wild animal population 
thinned out so that citizens would not be threatened. The text may refer to this function. 
The documents, however, also speak of ancient kings hunting the men of a city, capturing 
them, and carrying them off into slavery. Perhaps Nimrod hunted men. He did this 
“before (liphne) Yahweh,” i.e., in opposition to Yahweh. The Septuagint rendered, “a 



mighty hunter against the Lord.”
Nimrod was an empire builder. He started his rise to power in Shinar, in the lower 

Mesopotamian river valley. He gradually extended his influence over (or possibly built) 
Babel, Erech, Accad and Calneh. Nimrod eventually expanded his influence into Assyria 
where he built Nineveh, Rehoboth, Calah and the great city of Resen (10:10–12).

Shinar – The settling place of Rebellion

The Sin of Achan…

Joshua 7:21 (ESV) 
21 when I saw among the spoil a beautiful cloak from Shinar, and 200 shekels of 
silver, and a bar of gold weighing 50 shekels, then I coveted them and took them. 
And see, they are hidden in the earth inside my tent, with the silver underneath.” 

The Secularization of Israel’s young people

Daniel 1:2 (ESV) 
2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with some of the 
vessels of the house of God. And he brought them to the land of Shinar, to the 
house of his god, and placed the vessels in the treasury of his god. 

3.  The RESOLVE of the Rebellious Nations

Genesis 11:3–4a (ESV) 
3 And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them 

thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. 4 Then they 
said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city ...” 

“Making bricks” … Man made

“Build ourselves a city” … Self Protection

4.  The RELIGION of the Rebellious Nations

Genesis 11:4 (ESV) 



4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in 
the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over 
the face of the whole earth.” 

“… a tower with its top in the heavens …”

“Name” in Hebrew is “Shem”

◊ We can bless ourselves!

“Not be scattered…”

◊ We have a better plan!

The problem with the tower as such lay not in the desire to be in touch with God but in its 
underlying suppositions and approach. Its builders supposed that God was localized, in 
direct contradiction to the explicit teaching of Genesis. The post-diluvians had created a 
god in their own image. Also, the unadorned belief that man by his superior effort could 
reach God betrays the fatal delusion of all man-made religion. This delusion is at the 
heart of every religious enterprise apart from the gospel because the world’s religions all 
teach that works bring spiritual advance—as in an improved karma or works-
righteousness. Collective apostasy had engulfed the descendants of Shem, Ham, and 
Japheth as they stacked their bricks up to heaven.

A “The whole earth had one language” (v 1)
B “there” (v. 2)
C “each other” (v 3)
D “Come, let us make bricks” (v 3)
E “let us build for ourselves” (v 4)
F “a city and a tower”
G “the LORD came down … “ (v 5)

F1 “the city and the tower”

E1 “which mankind had built”

D1 “come … let us mix up” (v 7)

C1 “each other’s language”

B1 “from there” (v 8)

A1 “the language of the whole earth” (v 9)
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