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Spiritual Vision: Seeing with the Eyes of 
the Heart 

1 Samuel 16:7 
 
 
ONE THING 
 
The heart of the issue is the issue of the heart. 
 
Jesus referred to the religious leaders of His day as 
blind guides 
 
Matthew 15:14 (ESV)  
14 Let them alone; they are blind guides. And if the blind 
lead the blind, both will fall into a pit.”  
 
Jesus wasn’t just saying that they were incorrect 
 
Jesus was saying that they were blind 
 
2 Corinthians 4:3–4 (ESV)  
3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who 
are perishing. 4 In their case the god of this world has 
blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from 
seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is 
the image of God.  
 
Jesus told the parable of the 4 soils  

! Path 
! Stones 
! Weeds 
! Good Soil 
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Matthew 13:11 (ESV)  
11 And he answered them, “To you it has been given to 
know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it 
has not been given.  
 
Matthew 13:14–15 (ESV)  
14 Indeed, in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled 
that says: “ ‘ “You will indeed hear but never understand, 
and you will indeed see but never perceive.” 15 For this 
people’s heart has grown dull, and with their ears they can 
barely hear, and their eyes they have closed, lest they 
should see with their eyes and hear with their ears and 
understand with their heart and turn, and I would heal 
them.’  
 
 
 
The KEY is to SEE from a heart that is 
FREE 
 
 
The Heart of the Issue is the Issue of the Heart 
 
 
Proverbs 21:2 (ESV)  
2 Every way of a man is right in his own eyes, but the LORD 
weighs the heart.  
 
The Lord calls out to His people today… 
 
Proverbs 23:26 (ESV)  
26 My son, give me your heart, and let your eyes observe 
my ways.  
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There is a statement that the Lord makes to the 
prophet Samuel that is key 
 
Saul had been rejected as king of Israel 
 
Samuel was grieved for the people Israel 
 
The Lord told him to go anoint the next king  
 
This is the king of the Lord’s choosing 
 
So Samuel goes as the Lord told him to Bethlehem 
 
To Jesse for one of Jesse’s sons was going to be the 
next king 
 
Jesse’s oldest, Eliab, came in and Samuel thought he 
was the next king 
 
But it is here that the Lord makes a very important 
statement 
 
1 Samuel 16:7 (ESV)  
7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his 
appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have 
rejected him. For the LORD sees not as man sees: man 
looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on 
the heart.”  
 
The key I want to focus on today is how and what the 
Lord sees 
 
1 Samuel 16:7b (ESV)  
7 ... For the LORD sees not as man sees: man looks on the 
outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.”  
 
Literal translation… 
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1 Samuel 16:7b (ESV)  
“For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks according 
to the eyes, but the Lord looks according to/ regarding/ 
into the heart” 
 
 
1.  PURPOSING – The Lord sees WITH His 
Heart 
 
1 Samuel 16:7b (ESV)  
“For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks according 
to the eyes, but the Lord looks according to the heart” 
 
In this first view, the Lord sees ACCORDING TO His 
heart. 
 
God doesn’t look at situations simply from their 
outward appearances 
 
God sees every situation according to His sovereign 
purposes 
 
Samuel had been grieving over Israel and her rejected 
king (Saul). 
 
For Samuel, Israel’s future was unstable 
 
But the Lord assured Samuel that, from His 
perspective, everything was according to plan 
 
 
We see things from a LINEAR perspective 
 
We are bound by TIME 
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We have a beginning and an end 
 
We have a yesterday, today, and tomorrow 
 
But God is ETERNAL 
 
God is not bound by TIME 
 
God dwells in the FOREVER NOW 
 
He sees the beginning from the end and everything in 
between 
 
 
 
 
As we look around at all the pain and suffering in the 
world it would be easy to become discouraged 
 
As we see all the evil schemes of man it is easy to 
become disillusioned 
 
As we watch man’s diabolical plans unfolding before 
our eyes, it grips us with fear 
 
As long as we SEE from our perspective, things seem 
hopeless in many ways 
 
BUT … God has a PURPOSE He is working 
 
God’s purposes WILL NEVER FAIL!!! 
 
God is not pacing heaven wondering if ISIS is going to 
wipe out Western Civilization… He KNOWS 
 
God is not worried that His purposes will be thwarted 
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God is seated ON His Throne 
 
Psalm 2:1–6 (ESV)  
1 Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 2 
The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take 
counsel together, against the LORD and against his 
Anointed, saying, 3 “Let us burst their bonds apart and cast 
away their cords from us.” 4 He who sits in the heavens 
laughs; the Lord holds them in derision. 5 Then he will 
speak to them in his wrath, and terrify them in his fury, 
saying, 6 “As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy 
hill.”  
 
The Lord wants you to SEE with your heart in tune with 
His heart! 
 
Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians… 
 
Ephesians 1:17–19 (ESV)  
17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the 
knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts 
enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which 
he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable 
greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to 
the working of his great might  
 
 
 
2.  PURSING – The Lord sees 
REGARDING Our Heart 
 
1 Samuel 16:7b (ESV)  
“For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks according 
to the eyes, but the Lord looks regarding the heart” 
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Exodus 34:6 (ESV)  
6 The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, 
the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness,  
 
Ezekiel 36:26 (ESV)  
26 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put 
within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your 
flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  
 
 
Jeremiah 29:11 (ESV)  
11 For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, 
plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a 
hope.  
 
 
 
3.  PEERING – The Lord sees INTO Our 
Heart 
 
1 Samuel 16:7b (ESV)  
“For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks according 
to the eyes, but the Lord looks into the heart” 
 
 
Jeremiah 17:9 (ESV)  
9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
sick; who can understand it?  
 
 
Hebrews 4:12 (ESV)  
12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any 
two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of 
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spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts 
and intentions of the heart.  
 
 
Matthew 15:10–11 (ESV)  
10 And he called the people to him and said to them, “Hear 
and understand: 11 it is not what goes into the mouth that 
defiles a person, but what comes out of the mouth; this 
defiles a person.”  
 
Matthew 15:19–20a (ESV)  
19 For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, 
sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. 20 These 
are what defile a person.  
 

Spiritual Vision: Seeing with the Eyes of the Heart 
1 Samuel 16:7 

 
Focus: The        is to      from a heart that is    
 
 
 
1.          - The Lord sees     His Heart 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.          - The Lord sees     Our Heart 
 
 
 
 
 



September 21, 2014 Crossgates Baptist Church AM Service David Jett  

 9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.          - The Lord sees     Our Heart 
 
 
 
 
 


